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Good afternoon Chairman Davis and members of the Committee.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the affect of BRAC on Prince George’s County.  My name is Wanda Plumer and I am the Director of Business Development Retention and Expansion for the Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation. Today I am representing the President of the EDC, Kwasi Holman, and County Executive Johnson’s Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, David J. Byrd.
Prince George’s County has been an active partner since 2005 in the Base Realignment and Closure process and continues to be involved, today. 

Going back to the spring of 2005, representatives from the Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation and the Prince George’s County Planning Department worked as part of a team of economic development and planning professionals from across Maryland that provided data and strategic input to DBED for use during the BRAC decision process. As a team, we now are working together proactively to prepare for the results of those BRAC decisions.

Once it was announced that the missions of both Andrews Air Force Base and Fort Meade in neighboring Anne Arundel County would grow, the Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation participated in activities to promote Prince George’s County as the location of choice for federal contractors who are anticipated to move to Maryland as a result of BRAC-related actions.  For example, just recently the EDC cooperated with neighboring counties to produce a Daily Record supplement for distribution to DISA contractors and others.

Additionally, the PGCEDC has made it a point to involve local officials and business groups in BRAC-related activities. Representatives from both Laurel and Bowie were on hand, at the EDC’s invitation, at two welcome events for employees from the Defense Information Systems Agency held in Arlington last summer and other similar events are planned for the future.

The City of Laurel is working with Howard and Anne Arundel Counties to access grant funding from the Office of Economic Adjustment to plan for BRAC-related growth around Fort Meade and the National Security Agency.

Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation was represented at two separate industry days that have provided information on development opportunities forthcoming from Enhanced Use Lease programs at Fort Meade and Andrews Air Force Base.  Now that the prime contractor has been selected for the Fort Meade EUL program, the EDC will help the County’s small and minority businesses access sub-contracting opportunities arising from that development.  The same will be done once Andrews Air Force Base has completed its process.

Representatives from Prince George’s County organizations, businesses, and government agencies are actively involved as members of the Andrews Alliance and Fort Meade Alliance.  Leaders from within Prince George’s County government have met on several occasions with key decision-makers from both military bases, as well as those individuals—in the case of the Defense Information Systems Agency—who are responsible for implementing BRAC directives. Similarly, frequent communication occurs with General Hayes and his staff, and Prince George’s County is represented at meetings of the Maryland Military Installation Council. The Prince George’s County Planning Department briefed the County Council on BRAC in autumn 2006 and is completing its work on the County’s Westphalia Sector Plan that sets forth a vision of how development will evolve around Andrews Air Force Base in the future.

Finally, and most important, after the last of three BRAC briefings held for stakeholders in Prince George’s County during the past year, a BRAC coordinating committee consisting of representatives from County Executive Johnson’s cabinet and other County leaders was formed by Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, David Byrd, in December 2006.  This group will meet on a regular basis to insure that Prince George’s County is prepared for the opportunities arising from BRAC and will profit from the economic activity it generates. 

Thank you. 

